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Friday, April 19, 2024

9 a.m.  ::  Concurrent Sessions  ::  Crispin and McGaw

11:15 a.m.  ::  Music Honors Recital  ::  Rammelkamp Chapel

1 p.m.  ::  Art Exhibition  ::  Woodcock Gallery - McGaw

1 p.m.  ::  Concurrent Session  ::  Sibert Theatre

2 p.m.  ::  Poster Session  ::  King Field House, Bruner Fitness and Recreation Center

3 p.m.  ::  Honors Convocation  ::  Sherman Gym

4:15 p.m.  ::  





Media Portrayals 
of Crime  

Presenter: 
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11:15 a.m.  ::  Rammelkamp Chapel

Piano Sonata “Tempest” Op. 31, No 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ludwig van Beethoven
	 I. Largo-Allegro 		

Kailee Eldridge, piano

Ave Maria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Franz Schubert

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.  
Blessed are you among women  

and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  

Now and at the hour of our death.

Wendy Doolittle, mezzo-soprano
Dr. Nichol DelGiorno, piano

Sonate Op. 168 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camille Saint-Saëns 
	 2. Allegro scherzando

Devin Boggs, bassoon
Dr. Nichol DelGiorno, piano

Spring Has Come . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fumihiro Ono
Jewelianna Fuqua, marimba; Kailee Eldridge, piano

“Tell My Father” from The Civil War . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Murphy/Wildhorn, arr. A. Ramsay
Blue Tie Affair: 

Luis Avila Alvarez, Blake Buckles, Christopher Jones (soloist), Luke Laurenzana,
Haydn Leonard, Ekko Nguyen, Jacob Petrovich, Benjamin Rhea

Dr. Nichol DelGiorno, piano

Dean Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vulfpeck
Will Jurgens, electric guitar; Jewelianna Fuqua, bass guitar;

Miles Atkins, keyboard; Prof. Tyler Carpenter, drumset

CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE 2024
Department of Music Honors Recital
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	 Poster	 Presenter(s)	 Title

Ava Maria Mendoza

Mackenzie Strong

Dane Huber

Jiech Bel 

Seeing Yourself in the Academic Library: A Diversity Audit of Illinois College’s 
Schewe Library’s American Fiction 
Faculty Sponsor: Mckenna Jacquemet 

The Institutionalization Of Disabilities- Why Willowbrook Made A Difference 
Faculty Sponsor: Robert Kunath

Game Theory Optimality In Simple Games 
Faculty Sponsor: Marilyn Markel

InclusiveImpact Internship: Cultivating Diversity and Belonging 
Faculty Sponsor: Brittney Yancy  

16

17

18

19
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Harry Joy Dunbaugh Distinguished Professor Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Farley

Closing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Farley

Alma Mater (please stand) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Badger Pixley

Music by A. Boyd Pixley

Illinois dear Alma Mater 

Ivy’d Beecher, Sturtevant 

Here we sign thy 

Loving praises, 

Here, renew our covenant.

Hail forever, Alma Mater 

May thy children 

Bring thee fame.  

Hail forever, Illinois 

In our hearts shall live thy name.

Recessional (please stand) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . La Rejouissance and Minuet Finale,

George Frideric Handel
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Division I continued

COMMUNICATION AND 
RHETORICAL STUDIES HONORS
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MUSIC HONORS

Ruth Melville Bellatti Music Honor Scholarship
Awarded to major or minor for excellence in music performance and 
scholarship

Jewelianna Fuqua

Roscoe G. Linder Band Scholarship
Awarded to leading instrumental musicians in the Illinois College 
Wind Ensemble

Anja Muller, Alexis Gil-Ayala and Gabe Minton

Robert and Loreene Ray Music Scholarship
Awarded for outstanding vocal or instrumental performance

Kailee Eldridge

Jonathan Edward Spilman Choral Award
Awarded to leading vocal musicians in the choirs

Jacob Petrovich, Christopher Jones 

and Benjamin Rhea

Mary C. Stetson Music Scholarship
Awarded for outstanding participation in music

Haydn Leonard and Elise Griffin

Fred Stanford Drumeline Award
Awarded for outstanding performance or leadership in the Drumline

Jewelianna Fuqua

THEATRE HONORS

John G. Anderson Award in Theatre
Awarded to a student who demonstrates dedicated and consistent 
excellence in theatre productions

Olivia Joy

Diana Dawdy Chesley Award in Technical Theatre
Awarded for outstanding achievement in technical theatre

Allyson Holste

Dennis J. Ryan Memorial Drama Award
Awarded for an outstanding single achievement in the dramatic arts

Sam Morgan

Gerald and Dorothy Staley Senior Award in Theatre
Awarded to a senior demonstrating growth and accomplishment  
both onstage and backstage

Victor Yang

Illinois College Theatre Patrons Scholarship
Awarded to theatre majors whose performance work onstage and in 
the classroom demonstrates both accomplishment and devotion to the 
performing arts

Mickey Sanders 

Division I continued
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GLOBAL STUDIES HONORS

Edith Rammelkamp Elliott Memorial Award 
in Modern Languages
Awarded to outstanding sophomore students who have declared a 
major in a modern language and demonstrated knowledge and interest 
in the activities, accomplishments and problems of other human beings 
home and abroad, and have the ability to funtion well in various social 
and academic settings

Cassandra (Bunny) Little and Bianca Popet

Ruth L. Fosnaugh Award
Awarded for outstanding achievement in elementary Spanish

Emily Guest

Frances Frisch Memorial Award
Awarded to a student desiring to travel abroad

Isaac Phillips

Martha L. Behr-Miller and  
William R. Miller Award for Foreign Study
Awarded to a junior or senior student desiring to study abroad

Noah Horsman

Gordon Seator Foreign Travel Award 
Awarded to a student desiring to travel abroad

Tega Ekasa

Miguel and Carmen Arce Student Award 
Awarded to a student studying Spanish abroad who demonstrates high 
achievment.

Tega Ekasa

Carlea Melissa Steinmacher Wiedner Travel Award	
Awarded to a rising junior or senior student studying Spanish abroad

Tega Ekasa
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BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES HONORS

Elaine Chapman Award for Outstanding Health 
Sciences Major

Josh Platzbecker
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Division II continued

CHEMISTRY HONORS
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NURSING HONORS

Nursing Professionalism Award
Awarded to a student with exceptional professional and personal 
characteristics

Maggie Merwin

Psychiatric/Mental Health Nursing Award
Awarded to a student with excellence in their rotation in psychiatric 
nursing 

Lacey Folger

Nursing Academic Award
Awarded to a student with an exceptional accumulative GPA

Maggie Merwin

Community Service Award
Awarded to a student with exceptional community service during clinical 
rotations and volunteer clinics

Abigail Divjak

Nightingale Award
Awarded to a student who posseses a strong knowledge base, works 
well with other students and staff, demonstrates strong leadership 
capability, demonstrates responsibility and accountability for providing 
quality patient care, employes the nursing process in daily care, 
demonstrates a definite commitment to the nursing profession, 
promotes self-care in all areas of nursing, and is an advocate for 
patients.

Aly Perdue

PHYSICS HONORS
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BUSINESS HONORS 

Merrill Barlow Scholarship
Awarded to the student who has completed at least two years at 
Illinois College and are majoring in business or finance

Anna McKee

Carlos Campbell Scholarship
Awarded to a senior economics student with an outstanding grade point 
average

Dane Huber

James R. and Edward T. Duewer Memorial 
Scholarship
Awarded to a junior or senior accounting major demonstrating academic 
excellence

Brock Kennell

Eric R. and Harry F. Hofmann Memorial Scholarship
Awarded to a student entering the junior year who has declared an 
accounting concentration

Alyvia Burr

Roscoe G. Linder Scholarship in Business
Awarded to an economics and business major displaying academic 
excellence, growth, dependability, leadership and service

Alex Johnson

John H. McNaughton Prize in Accounting
Awarded to superior accounting majors

1st:  Ainsley Mahoney 

2nd:  Camille Lyons 

3rd:  Alyvia Burr

Martin and Jeanne Newman Scholarship
Awarded to a female junior or senior majoring in economics and 
business administration demonstrating scholastic excellence and 
departmental involvement

Lauryn Dambacher

Lt. Charles William Sanders Scholarship
Awarded to a junior majoring in economics and/or business 
administration

Paige Walker

Outstanding Graduating Seniors in Accounting 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the accounting department

On campus:  Alex Harden and Lauryn Dambacher 

Online:  Kenneth Sharpless

Outstanding Graduating Senior in Finance 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the finance department

Laten Wayer

Outstanding Graduating Senior in Marketing 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the marketing department

Mira Shaholli

Outstanding Graduating Senior in Human Resources 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the human resources department

On campus:  Dylan Kavish and Carlos Limon 

Online:  Dusstiee Avendano

Outstanding Graduating Senior in Economics 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the economics department

Dane Huber

Outstanding Graduating Senior in Agribusiness 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the agribusiness department

On campus:  Allison Mortland 

Online:  Lowell Sparrow

Outstanding Graduating Senior in Sports Management 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the sports management department

Jack Rohn

Outstanding Graduating Senior in Management 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the management department

On campus:  Sarra Faust and Taylor Bentley 

Online:  Mandy Macomb

Division III
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Outstanding Graduating Senior in Business 
Administration 
Awarded to a senior who has displayed overall academic excellence, 
leadership and service to the business administration department

On campus:  Victoria Joseph and Carly Karhliker 

Online:  Bekka Fesser

Howard and Pearle Selcke and Bill and Sandy Selcke 
Gussner Endowed Scholarship in Economics
Awarded to a junior economics major with an understanding of the 
nature, operation and problems of the global economy and modern 
business 

Arnaud Rioual

Davee Foundation Scholarship Fund
Awarded to a rising senior who is majoring or minoring in accounting or 
entrepreneurship 

Alexander Harden

Omicron Delta Epsilon (Economics)

Chase Blanquart, Abby Buchanan-Kenzinger,  

Dane Huber, Odosa Imasuen, Haydn Leonard,  

Allison Mortland, Tobin Nell, Hunter Newbold, 

and Valentine Orizi

Delta Mu Delta (Business)

Matea Aleksandrovska, Dusstiee Avendaño,  

Taylor Bentley, Bekka Fesser, Victoria Joseph,  

Thomas Menke, Allison Mortland and Paige Walker

\

Division III continued

EDUCATION HONORS

Norman J. and Virginia Marsh Gore Scholarship
Awarded to the education major demonstrating outstanding scholarship, 
with preference given to a student from Decatur

Katherine Milhiser

Roscoe G. Linder Education Scholarship
Awarded to a junior education major preparing to become a teacher who 
exhibits academic excellence, growth, dependability, leadership and 
service to the community

Kate Burr

Dr. Thomas L. Smith Teacher Education 
Memorial Award
Awarded to the education major entering the senior year demonstrating 
outstanding scholarship, campus and local community involvement

Kate Burr

Bright Beginnings Child Care Center Award
Awarded to a junior education major with an early childhood or 
elementary education concentration

Lania Brown

Bernice Strubinger Memorial Scholarship
Awarded to an education major entering the junior year planning to teach 
in public schools, with preference to elementary teaching

Josie Pals

Kappa Delta Pi (Education)

Lauren Brown, Kinley Bruens, Kate Burr,  

Jordan Engwall, Payton Lanning and Lynzie Luster 
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HISTORY, POLITICAL SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY 
& RELIGION HONORS



22

SOCIOLOGY HONORS

ASA Student Department Prize
Awarded to a student in sociology who has done particularly well on a 
paper, thesis, field study or performed special service to the department

Isabella Aguirre and Payton Lanning

Excellence in Sociology Award
Awarded to the graduating sociology major for outstanding academic 
achievement in sociology courses

Marissa Mueller

Excellence in Criminal Justice 
Awarded to a graduating criminal justice major for outstanding academic 
achievement in criminal justice courses.

Elise Eyler

Deputy Taylor H. Briggs Memorial Award
Awarded to a criminal justice major who demonstrates academic 
acheivement, leadership and a commitment to physical fitness

Blake Bratt

Criminal Justice Achievement Award
Awarded to a criminal justice major for academic achievement in the 
face of adversity or practical acheivement that serves the ends of justice

Devontay Davis

Alpha Kappa Delta (Sociology)

Isabella Aguirre, 



Interdisciplinary Studies
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES HONORS

Outstanding Majors in Environmental Studies
Awarded to majors who have earned at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA as 
well as a 3.0 GPA within the major

Miranda Araujo, Peter Hauser, Jordan Morgan,  

Zachary Renken and Ashlyn Wightman 

GENDER AND WOMEN’S STUDIES HONORS

Martha E. Church Award for Excellence in Gender 
and Women’s Studies
Outstanding scholarship and activisim

Ava Maria Mendoza     

Iota Iota Iota (Gender and Women’s Studies)
Ava Maria Mendoza

   

  

 INTERNATIONAL STUDIES HONORS

Robert M. Bellatti International Studies Award
Awarded to encourage and assist students with opportunities to study in 
a foreign country. 

Odosa Imasuen

Alice H. Engelbach Peace Studies Award
Awarded to a student whose activities encourage, demonstrate or 
deepen our understanding of conflict resolution and reconciliation

Kairy Mercado-Ramos

Frayn and Clifton Utley Foreign Studies Award
Awarded to support students who have projects involving travel  
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Student Marshals
Anna McKee and Thomas Menke

Barbara Heintz Albach Memorial Award
Awarded to a female junior possessing good character and personality, 
leadership in campus and community activities, and contributes to 
college ideals

Paige Walker

Vithal Ayyagari Science Award
Awarded to the outstanding senior in the science division displaying 
the greatest promise in the field of scientific research	

Emma Green

Dean H. Baldwin Scholar Athlete Award
Senior male and female athlete who is determined to have excelled in 
scholarships (based on GPA) and in athletics	

Josh Platzbecker and Sydney Kuper
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Faculty Honors

Alice H. Engelbach Peace Studies Award
Awarded to faculty to support activities that encourage, demonstrate or 
deepen our understanding of conflict resolution and reconciliation

Cuba Faculty Collaboration

Alice Margaret Engelbach Memorial  
Endowment for Asian Studies
Awarded to enhance the understanding of Asia at Illinois College	

Gwendolyn Gillson, Assistant Professor of  

   Asian Studies

Arthur E. Hallerberg Award for  
Development in Mathematics
Awarded to a faculty member to support their professional development 
or curricular development within the mathematics department	

Cuba Faculty Collaboration

Charles E. Frank Fellowship for  
Excellence in Teaching
Awarded to faculty for encouraging excellence in teaching 
undergraduates in the liberal arts, with emphasis on the relationship  
of the fellow’s field to other fields

Cuba Faculty Collaboration

Ernest G. Hildner, Jr. Faculty Enrichment Fund
Awarded to faculty to assist in spending time off campus pursuing and 
developing academic interests

Cuba Faculty Collaboration

Jocelyn Lanorio, Associate Professor of Chemistry

Dean Carole Ann Ryan Faculty Award	
Awarded to faculty to support professional development activities with 
an intercultural dimension

Kara Dorris, Assistant Professor of English

Richard T. Fry Faculty Collaboration Fund
Awarded to faculty to support projects that enhance the College’s 
academic program through their collaborative efforts

Jaclyn Tabor, Assistant Professor of Sociology  

Kara Dorris, Assistant Professor of English

Prasanna Acharya, Assistant Professor of Kinesiology 

Angela Bentley, Director of Nursing 

Alex Wolfe, Assistant Professor of Kinesiology

Summer Student-Faculty Research Scholarship Program

C. Reed Parker Professional Development Grant
Awarded to faculty to support activities undertaken between 
commencement and the opening of the academic year	

Lawrence Zettler, Hitchcock Professor of Biology 

Brent Chandler, Associate Professor of Chemistry

Malcolm F. Stewart Faculty Award for  
Intercultural Education
Awarded to faculty to strengthen and increase the scope and quality of 
intercultural education through the improvement of existing courses or 
the establishment of new courses to enhance students’ knowledge and 
understanding of another people and their culture

Margaret Marek, Associate Professor of  

   Global Studies-Spanish

Gwendolyn Gillson, Assistant Professor of  

   Asian Studies 

Cameron Sweatman, Director of Diversity, Inclusion     

   and Belonging 

Brittney Yancy, Assistant Professor of History and 

   African American Studies 

Kierstyn Worthem, Associate Director of Diversity, 

   Inclusion, and Belonging

Cuba Faculty Collaboration
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